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evidence about their fallaciousness was produced and convinced
it of the necessity of such renunciation. Thus we arrive at the
three phases of historical evidence : (a) possibility, (b) prob-
ability, and (c) speculation.

History deals with individual facts.   Wholesale generali-
zation is not within its scope.  For a logical conclusion, two or
more analogous facts are required, which possibility is most a
rare in historical evidence.   The principles underlying the ad-
mission of evidence for a logical conclusion are thus wholly in-
applicable to history.   Logic aims at a conclusion irrespective
of the quality, nature-and use of the evidence, while history re-
lies on the conversion of evidence into facts without any neces-
sity of finding a parallel for their confirmation.   The principles
of admitting evidence for historical investigation also differ
from those- accepted in law or science.    The law aims at a
decision, the science at a result.    Fundamentally, therefore,
the objects underlying history are different from those under-
lying law or science.   Any limitation in the admission of histo-
rical evidence is impracticable, if not imprudent, as it is tanta-
rnount to rejecting all the testimony available.   No' formula or
means can possibly be evolved for testing the credibility of the
inconclusive  evidence of history  as it is possible in science.
In history, therefore, evidence can be rejected only if the mate-
rial or evidence sifted indicates no certain result    The basic
principles for the admission of historical testimony are, there-
fore, dependent on the following considerations :

(a)    Human action cannot be repeated for verification.

(b)    Statements describing facts or actions are available,,
but not the facts or actions themselves. Only a judg-
ment, whether and how far these statements are true,,
can be formed with some scientific clarity, but this
does not necessarily mean truth.

(c)    It is possible to elicit the truth of a statement about
a specific historical fact or facts, but not the truth

'itself.

(d)    An historical research leads only to probabilities and
nothing beyond them.